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plaints against himself. This is especially true of his campaigns 
in the Valley in 1864 and 1865. It is in fact hardly necessary to 
show that he fought against tremendous odds both of men and re- 
sources, and that it was necessary at times for him to assume the 
offensive against superior forces if he was to accomplish what Gen- 
eral Lee desired. It is interesting to note that he had no very 
high opinion of Sheridan, whose reputation was largely based upon 
this Valley campaign, and attributes his escape "from utter annihi- 
lation [at Winchester"! to the incapacity of my opponent." The 
rout of his army at Cedar Creek, he attributes chiefly to the demor- 
alization of his troops by their plundering of the captured Federal 
camp. Even here, Sheridan showed no vigor in pursuit. 

General Early avows his own responsibility for the burning of 
Chambersburg which was in partial retaliation for the devastations 
wrought by the Union armies. He shows considerable feeling in 
denying the charges of "rebel atrocities," particularly concerning 
the treatment of prisoners, and describes vividly the hardships and 
suffering of the southern people both at home and in the field. 

Perhaps the publication of these memoirs will add little to the 
knowledge of the critical student of military science, but they are 
interesting reading and do much to clear Early's name from some 
of the charges of incapacity so freely indulged in by certain writers 
of military history. 

Chas. "W. Bamsdell. 



Dr. William Le Roy Broun, compiled by Thomas L. Broun, 
assisted by Bessie Lee Broun and Sally F. Ordway. (New York: 
The Neale Publishing Company, 1912. Pp. 247.) 

"William Le Eoy Broun, was the first professor of mathematics 
in the University of Texas, and was one of the eight distinguished 
men who formed the first faculty of the University, 1883-84. Upon 
the resignation of Professor Mallet, the first Chairman of the Fac- 
ulty (the University had no president until 1896), Professor Broun 
was elected Chairman, but owing to the death of his wife and be- 
cause of friends and relatives in Alabama, he resigned to become, 
as the event proved, the highly successful president of the Alabama 
Polytechnic Institute (A. and M. College) from 1884 to his death 
in 1902. This account of him compiled by three of his children 
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is therefore of interest to Texans, particularly to the older alumni 
and ex-students of the University. 

This compilation contains a brief summary of Dr. Broun's life, 
a number of letters and memoranda of his concerning the lives 
of his family and of himself, some seventy pages of letters and 
articles by friends written before and after his death, and about 
one hundred and forty pages of extracts from his numerous ad- 
dresses on various subjects. 

The volume reveals Dr. Broun as a wise and gentle, witty and 
friendly man who was one of the South's great educators during 
the period between the War and 1900. Like nearly all Southerners 
of his generation he served through the war, which began when he 
was 34 years of age. He rose to the rank of Lieutenant Colonel 
in the ordnance department, and like Lee, retired from the army 
to become a teacher. He was a Master of Arts of the University 
of Virginia and was professor of natural philosophy in the Univer- 
sity of Georgia, 1866-72; president of the Georgia A. and M. 
1872-75; professor of Mathematics, Vanderbilt, 1875-82. Ala- 
bama Polytechnic, against great difficulties, he made into a worthy 
institution. Dr. Mallet and Dr. Humphreys each accord him much 
weight in the formative policies of the infant University of Texas. 
Among other things he sucessfully opposed the giving of "honors" 
upon competition, and he was largely concerned in drawing up the 
first requirements for the various degrees. Previously Dr. Broun 
had been a member of the early Vanderbilt University faculty and 
had performed similar services for that institution. Professor 
Joynes of South Carolina College, after an acquaintance of fifty 
years describes him as "the foremost representative ... of 
his generation of the Southern gentleman, scholar and teacher," 
and his last pastor writes that he believed in the "Patriotism of 
Efficiencv." H. Y. B. 



General Laws of the State of Texas passed by the Thirty-third 
Legislature at its regular session . . . 1913. Secretary of 
State, Austin, 1913. 8vo. Tp. 484. Paper 20 cents; by mail, 35 
cents. The delivery of the first installment of these laws was made 
June 13. Some of the acts having historical interest are those cre- 
ating Jim Hogg county out of portions of Brooks and Duval; 
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Kleberg county out of a portion of Nueces; and Eeal county out 
of portions of Bandera, Edwards, and Kerr. Another act forbids 
the use of any device of the Texas flag for advertising purposes. 
An act provides for Gonzales State Park, a portion of the original 
four leagues granted to the municipality of Gonzales; another act 
looks toward the acquisition of Fannin's Battle Ground and the 
La Bahia Mission property. 



Under the title "The President's Silent Partner" Collier's 
Weekly of May 3, 1913, presents a personality sketch of Edward 
M. House, by Peter Clark Macfarlane. 



A biographical sketch of State Senator Julius Real, in whose 
honor Real county was named, was printed in the Austin States- 
man, April 20, 1913. 



Mrs. A. B. Looscan, of Houston, has presented to the State 
Library a broadside "In Memoriam" of Colonel John A. Williams, 
issued by the officers of the Buffalo Bayou, Brazos and Colorado 
Railroad, of which corporation he was chief engineer and superin- 
tendent. He was born at Brookline, Connecticut, in 1825, removed 
to Texas in 1851, and died of yellow fever September 15, 1867. 
During the Civil War he attained the rank of Colonel of Engineers, 
C. S. A. 



